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1. ACTING DIRECTOR OF SOUTHWEST EUROPEAN DEPARTMENT OF 
FCO (BAKER) TOLD EMBOFF APRIL 21 THAT HMG HAD OFFERED 
VISIT OF BRITISH OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS UK ASSISTANCE TO 
PORTUGAL FOR LATER PART OF MAY FOLLOWING ELECTIONS. 

BAKER SAID PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT HAD RESISTED AN EARLIER 
VISIT WITH EXPLANATION THAT ECONOMIC AID MINISTRY WAS 
BEING MOVED AND THAT EARLIER VISIT WOULD BE INCONVENIENT. 

2. AT THIS STAGE BALL IS IN PORTUGUESE COURT. BRITISH 
BELIEVE PORTUGAL MAY AGAIN SEEK POSTPONEMENT OF VISIT 
BECAUSE OF LACK OF INTERNAL AGREEMENT WITHIN AFM ON 
FOREIGN AID GENERALLY. 

3. BAKER SAID FCO CONSIDERS PRESENT MINISTER ON FOREIGN 
AID LEFTIST IN VIEW BUT PERHAPS NOT COMMUNIST. BRITISH 
SUSPECT THAT SOME POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS MAY EXPLAIN 
THEIR INABILITY TO GET CLEAR GUIDELINES FROM PORTUGUESE 
ON DESIGN OF AID PACKAGE. NUMEROUS PITCHES HAVE BEEN 
MADE TO BRITISH BY PORTUGUESE POLITICIANS FOR BRITISH 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL AS "DEMONSTRATION" OF 
BRITISH CONCERN WITH POLITICAL TRENDS IN PORTUGAL. MOST 
OF THESE PITCHES HAVE COME FROM PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST 
PARTY AND CDS WHOSE EFFORTS MAY HAVE CREATED SOMETHING 
OF A PROBLEM FOR AID MINISTER AND AFM. 

4. COMMENT: FCO SEEMS CONVINCED THAT AID TALKS WILL BE 
DELAYED ONCE MORE BY PORTUGAL, AND BAKER WISHED TO MAKE 
IT CLEAR TO EMBOFF THAT EXPLANATION FOR DELAY RESTED ON 
PORTUGAL RATHER THAN HMG. 

RICHARDSON 
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